A Whiff of household products sends this woman into fits of wheezing, nausea and
confusion. Like other people who say they suffer from multiple chemical sensitivity, she
flees fragrances when she can and dons an air-filtering mask when she can’t. Is this our
future? The National Geographic article in October 2006 called The Pollution Within
talks about the exposure we are all subjected to everywhere—especially on airplanes, in
our cars and in our homes.

Each year the US. Environmental Protection Agency reviews an average of 1,700 new
compounds that industry is seeking to introduce. Yet the 1976 Toxic Substances Control
Act requires that they be tested for any ill effects before approval ONLY IF EVIDENCE
OF POTENTIAL HARM EXISTS! THESE ARE NEW COMPOUNDS! The agency
approves about 90 percent of the new compounds without restrictions. Only a quarter

of the 82,000 chemicals in use in the U.S. have ever been tested for toxicity.



